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Employment in Old Age 


ARTICIPATION in the labor force 

of people just past the thresh- 

old of old age is much more fre- 
quent than is popularly believed, 
according to unpublished data made 
available by the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus. These data, which provide de- 
tails tor men and women separately 
at ages 65-69 years, 70-74, and 75 
and over are shown in the table on 
the next page. 

Employment is at a maximum for 
men between the ages of 25 and 54, 
when all but about 5 percent of them 
are working. At the older ages— 
particularly after 65 years—employ- 
ment falls otf; nevertheless, at ages 
65-69 close to 56 percent of all men 
are still working, and 


? 
nearly 3 per- 


cent are looking for work. Even at 


are 
in some gainful activity. Not until 


70-74 years almost 40 percent 


the ages past 75 does the proportion 


employed drop below 20 percent. In 
the face of these facts, how do we 
account for the fairly widespread 
notion that most men drop out of 
the labor force at age 65? The figure 
usually cited in this connection is the 
proportion employed among men 65 
and over as a group, without further 
distinction as to age. However, this 


fivure, by itself, is misleading since 
it is weighted downward by the very 
low proportion employed at ages 75 
and over. 

The proportion of men employed 
in old age varies according to occu- 
pation. Nonagricultural workers be- 
gin to withdraw from the labor mar- 
ket in appreciable numbers not long 
past age 60, whereas the proportion 
engaged in agriculture does not less- 
en until age 75. It is therefore not 
surprising that farmers and farm 
managers constitute the largest oc- 
cupation group among men at ages 
65 and over. The self-employed and 
managers also feature prominently 
at these ages. Similarly, jobs requir- 
ing experience and craftsmanship 
provide a frequent source of gainful 
employment for the older worker. 
On the other hand, older men rapidly 
drop out of the hazardous occupa- 
tions and those requiring strenuous 
physical exertion, but many continue 
in lighter work on a full-time or part- 
time basis. 

A very large proportion of older 
women are outside the labor market. 
Practically 87 percent of the women 
at ages 65-69 years are neither work- 
ing nor seeking work. The figure 
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+ percent at 70-74 years leave the labor market are varied: 


1 to more tl 


al 1an 97 percent after age Failing health and physical infirmi 
75. Among the women who do spend _ ties; retirement, voluntary or man- 
a large part of their lifetime in gain- datory; and inability to secure suit 
ful employment, withdrawal from the able employment. Yet, many elders, 
labor market starts earlier than for as already noted, continue to con- 
men. Quite frequently, older women tribute to the Nation’s productive 
workers are employed on a part power. In the opinion of many inves- 
time basis, the income supplement- tigators, employment opportunities 
ing funds received from Life insur- for older workers should be widened 
ance, pensions, and other sources so that their skills and experience 


The reasons why older workers are not lost to the economy. 


Cancer Mortality and Sex 


malignant neoplasms (very Metropolitan Life Insurance Com 
! ’ 

‘ly cancers) bring death to pany, the death rate from this caus« 

les than females. Amor in 1950-1951 was 27 percent higher 


o 
> 


Industrial policyholders of the for white males than for white fe- 
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males at the ages under 75 years 
The 


mortality varies widely, however, 


combined. sex difference in 


with age, as may be seen in the chart 
below. Actually, the excess mortal 
ity among the males is observed only 
t the ages under 25 years and past 


25-34, the death 


a 
5 


5 years. \t ages 
rate from the malignant neoplasms 


was 14 percent lower for the men 


than for the women policyholders ; 
it 35-44 years, the rate was 31 per 


‘ent lower. Beyond this point the 


ratio of male to female mortality 1 
reases rapidly with each advance in 
age. At 45-54 years the death rate 


is about the same in each sex, and in 


the next two decades of life the rate 


among the men is nearly 11% times 


that for the women. 


*Statistical Bulletin, March 1950, ‘* 
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With few exceptions, malignant 


growths of the 


body show a higher 


various parts of the 
mortality among 
males than females, not 

ate but at the n 


ups as well. Malignancies of thi 


only in the 


diy idual ive 


respiratory system record 
male n 


death rate 724 tha 


est EXCESS 


it the ages under 75: at 
9 to 10 


on next page ). 


trom times ¢ 


nce has been widening for 


More 


] 


than a decade as the death rate from 


res] Iratory cancer has been inereas 

among male 
\t present, 

22 pe 


cent of all the deaths from the mali 


uch mor 
this site accounts for about 


nant neoplasms among male policy 


R tory ( 


Sex Differences in Mortality From Malignant Neoplasms 
White Persons by Age 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, Industrial Department, 1950-1951 
MALE RATE: 
HIGHER THAN FEMALE RATE 





AGES- UNDER 25 25-34 























31% 


LOWER THAN FEMALE RATE 
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lders, but for 
if the total among the females. 
Malign int gr 


ivity and the 1 


less than 4 percent 


preponderance of deaths among 
males. In this insurance experience, 
the 


as high among 


the death rate from cancer of 


mouth is 7% times 
hite males as among white females. 


It is noteworthy that while a 


num- 
ver of other sites likewise record an 
excess male mortality, the sex dif- 


ference is not nearly great as for 


as 
those already mentioned. Thus, for 
of the urinary organs the 
ratio of male to fe 
te 


cancers 
male mortality is 
> to 1 at the ages under 75. For 
malignancies of the digestive organs, 
the most frequent sites of cancer in 
each sex, the death rate among males 
14 


\bout the same sex ratio is observed 


was times that among females. 


for the mortality from the leukemias. 
sharp contrast with the experi- 


In 
f deaths 


ence tor sites, 
ms of the 


most other 
from the malignant neoplas 
and 


breast 


of the genital organs are 


much less frequent among males 
than among females. In fact, breast 
cancer is rare among men. In 1950- 
1951, the death rate from this cause 
was only 0.3 per 100,000 amon 
white male policyholders under 7: 
vears of age: even at 65-74 vears the 
rate was but 2.1 per 100,000, com 
with 91.6 for 
Throughout adult life, 


from breast cancer was from about 


pared the women 


the mortality 


50 to 100 times as high among wom- 
‘as among men. 


The death 


*“The Facts 
t 


Ma 


rate from malignant 


f Life From Birth to Death” by 
in, in collaboration with Mortimer Spi« 
millan Co., 1951 
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female genital organs 


growths of the 
somewhat le 
for the 


interest that the v 


three times 
It 


ariation in the 


1S ss than 
that male organs. is of 
sex 
ratio from one age period to another 


is much greater than for any of the 


other important cancers. At ages 45 
54 fatal genital cancers 


16 


females as 


were rela 


tively times as fr nt amon; 


at 55-64 


among ma J. 


but at 
mortality 


he ratio was 3 i. 
the 
ly 13 percent. 

the present state of knowledge, 
it is difficult to 
iy 


(il 


excess tem: 


for the sex 


account 
erences in the mortality from the 
malignant neoplasms. The generally 
hizher death rate among males prob 
ably reflects in considerable measure 
the effect of biological Most 
diseases show an excess male mor 
alitv, and the highe 


er 


factors. 


r death rate from 
he of 


» manifestations of their biological 


among men may one 


wnerabilitv. Environmental factors 
also play some part. Various types 
of radiation and constant chemical 
or mechanical irritation are known 
About 
the 
elements to 


compounds, 


to cause malignant growths. 


300 substances, ranging from 


ul 


dust of metallic 


some 
complex organic have 
heen shown to result in a high inci- 
lence of cancer among those exposed 
to them.* Many of these chemicals 
are becoming quite common in mod- 
ern industry. The higher death rates 
among women than among men from 
cancers of the genital organs and the 
breast are undoubtedly linked to the 


function of childbearing. 
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Postwar Divorce Rates Here and Abroad 


| i E rates in the United 
States and many other coun- 
1 


receded from the record 
after 


tries have 


reached immediately 
World War II. Only in a few coun 
the 


turned to their prewar levels. These 


tries, howe ver, have rates re 


facts are evident from a survey of 


(including annulment ) 


1900 to 1950 in 29 


the divorce 
record from 
countries. The details are shown in 
the accompanying table. 
In 1950, for the fourth successive 
, divorces declined in the United 
Provisional data indicate that 
about 386,000 marriages were legally 


dissolved that vear, 


States 


a decrease of 2 
1949 
and of 39 percent since the peak veat 
1946 
2.5 per 1,000 population, compared 
1949 and 4.4 in 1946, 


is marked decline, the rate 


percent from the number in 


(ur divorcee rate in 1950 was 


with 2.6 in 
Despite tl 
1950 exceeded that for every vear 
to 1943 fifths 


figure 


in 


prior and was two 


above the for 1935-1939 
The 


tions has 


trend in Western na 


he nN 


most 
similar to that 
the 
divorce rate swung upward during 
World War TI 


thereafter. In Denmark, for example, 


fairly 
in our own country. In general, 


and immediately 


the rate doubled, rising from an an 
of 0.9 per 1,000 in 1935 
The 
Commonwealth nations, France, and 
other 


experienced even sharper increases 


nu il average 


1939 to 18 in 1946 British 


several European countries 
An upswing in 


\xis 


during his period 


divorce also occurred in several 


nations following the 


cessation of 


hostilities. In Germany, for instance, 


the rate in 1948 was more than 
double that which prevailed prior te 
the war. In Japan, too, divorce has 
been more frequent in the postwar 
the 


evidence for the 


‘ars, reversing downtrend 
ich had been in 
previous half century. 
In almost every country which ex- 
perienced a rise in divorce imme- 
diately 


a decline. In 


after the war, there has since 


been France, for ex- 
ample, the rate dropped from 1.4 
per 1,000 in 1947 to O.8 in 1950. In 
the has 
been equally as from 0.7 to 
0.4 
nitude have also been reported for 
england and Wales, 
the Netherlands. 


these and in many 


Canada relative decrease 
great 
Declines of about the same mag 
Finland, and 
Nevertheless, in 
other 
throughout the world the frequency 


countries 
of divorce is now substantially above 
that for the vears prior to World 
War II. In eight of the 


countries under review the 


fact, in 
current 
rate 1s at least double that in 1935 
1939. In England and Wales, where 
the divorce laws were liberalized in 
1938, the rate in 1950 was about 7 
times that of the prewar vears. It is 
that by 


also noteworthy the end of 


1950 there had not been any post 


war decline in the rate in Sweden 
or Norwav 
The United 


have a higher divorce rate than any 
other 


States continues to 


country in Europe or the 


\mericas. In recent vears, however, 


the differential has been sharply re 


duced. For example, a generatior 
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wo the rate in Germany and Den- ready been dissolved. Second, many 
mark was only one third of ours; couples separated during the war 
currently, it is almost two thirds. period have by this time made the 
Finland and Sweden have moved up necessary readjustment to family 
toward our level even more rapidly. — life. Then, too, the record number of 
This is also true for Canada and couples who married immediately 
Fngland, where divorce was com after World War II have already 
paratively rare 25 years ago. passed the early critical years of mar- 
It appears likely that the number — riage. It would be unrealistic, how- 

es will continue to fall off ever, to expect more than moderate 
omewhat in many countries during declines in marital dissolutions in 
next few years There are several the near future. The changed atti- 
reasons for expecting a decreased le toward divorce in large parts 
frequency of divorce. One is that f the world will probably keep the 


most hasty war marriages have al- rat ose to their present levels. 


Lightning Deaths Most Frequent in Summer 


ag agate ogee 300 compiled by the Statistical Bureau 


4 lives a vear in the United of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
States, about three fourths of them in Company from the reports of the 


the 


mainly men and boys, which reflects other sources. In all, the records for 


ummer season. The victims are United States Weather Bureau and 


their greater exposure to this hazard = 236 such deaths which occurred in 


s 


hecause of outdoor work and recrea the vears 1949-1951 were available 


tl 


m. Lightning deaths are four times — for study. The major fact to emerge 


s frequent among males as among fre this survey is that a large pro 


females. on of the deaths from lightnin 


The chances of being fatally in- are preventable. About one fourth 


g 
jured by lightning are far higher in f victims for whom pertinent 
than in urban areas. City = information available lost their 


ves when thev sought sh - under 


rural \ 
dwellers are pr tected to some ex | 
tent by the tall steel frame buildings. trees or were near trees 

which safely conduct the lightning ning struck. Because of their height 
into the ground. Then, too, when — tre especially isolated ones—are 


len thunderstorms occur in ur favored 


std 1 targets. After striking a tree 


ban areas. safe shelter is usually near the bolt mav flash sidewavs 


it hand. In rural areas, on the other  mav run along the ground a1 
hand, one is likely to be caught some anyone in its path. For example, a 
distance from a safe place of refuge group of five girls were fatally in 


\n insight into the details of how — jured by lightning July of last year 


l 


and where deaths from lightning while they were lunching in a 


i 


occur is provided by information wooded area in Idaho. In Texas 
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during June 1950 lightning struck a 
tree under which seven persons had 
taken refuge, killing four. In July of 
that year a single bolt killed three 
members of a family celebrating a 
Connecticut, 


birthday outdoors in 


lightning apparently having hit a 
chain left dangling from a limb of a 
Tree. 

Open spaces in general are haz 
stormis. 


ardous places in electrical 


In one instance, three out of four 
infielders lost their lives when light 
ling swept their positions on a base 
ball diamond. Two youngsters were 
killed in a schoolyard when light 
ning struck the chimney and traveled 
out along wet grass to where a group 
of children were playing. The rec 
ords also showed that five persons 
lightning 
at least 


were fishing, 


were fatally injured by 
while they were in boats 


three of the victims 


of them casting with a steel rod 
from a metal boat. Swimmers are in 
danger i 
directly, but al t being 
ge carried by the 


only being struck 


electro- 


cuted by a cha 


It striking at some 


water from a bi 


distance. 
A considerable proportion of the 
fatalities are accounted for by per 


sons engaged in agricultural and 
other outdoor pursuits. Approx 


mately one fifth of the deaths in this 


s 


study were among farmers working 
in their fields, herding cattle, and 
engaged in similar activities. 


ig \ num 
ber of the farmers struck were op 
erating tractors. Others were kille 
} the 


in barns, where were at 


or seeking protection from the storm 


SI 
rhe list of 


other outdoor workers 
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included men engaged in construc- 
tion, linemen on poles, and workers 
on beaches. 

Not a few of the deaths under re 
view the 


home. In some instances, the lethal 


occurred in or around 
discharge killed people standing in 
a doorway or on a porch. Several ot 
the the 
family clotheslines at- 
tached to 


Curiously enough, a substantial num 


victims were gathering 


wash from 
trees Init by lightning 
while 


ber were reported being hit 
the 


the 
kitchen 


they living room, 


rhe 


whether these homes 


vere in 
bedroom, or records 
did not 


were equipped with adequate light 


show 
rods, but they probably were 


Lightning is a hazard both day 
} 


it, 1 larg¢ st 


and. nig concen 
tration of fatal injuries occur in the 
aiternoon. More than three fifths of 
the victims for whom the time of 
killed be 


substantial 


was stated were 


tween 12 and 6 p.m. A 


injury 


truck during the eve- 
ht the 


y it, while 
deaths took place in the 


number were 


nig fewest 


ing and 

morning 
hours. 

The mortality from lightning 

hows a definite geographic pattern ; 

illustrated in the map 

The highest death rates 

some of the Mountain 

States and bordering areas. In these 

States the rates in the period 1945 


1948 ranged between 


a high of 9.7 


1 


per 1,000,000 population in W 
and 4.6 in North Dakota, com- 
d with a national average of 1.9 


1,000,000, A 


southern 


Voni- 
ing 
group of States in 


part of the country are 
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Death Rates Per 1,000,000 From Lightning 
United States, 1945-1948 


[_]unpert [_]25-44 
[Jio-24 45 and over 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 


Uso among those with highest rates. ning, on the other hand, are found 


sIppl 
}, 


/ 


S Ss 


They are South Carolina, Missis generally in the Pacific Coast, New 
D 


and Arkansas, with rates of ngland, and Middle Atlantic re 


6.9, and 4.8, respectively. South — gions. Rhode Island, with a popula 


Dakota, Nebraska, Alabama, and tion of well over 700,000, has not 


Georgia are not far behind. suffered a single fatality in a deca: 


le 


Phe lowest death rates from light and a half. 








AVAILABLE FOR DISTRIBUTION 
Phe following studies by the Statistical Bureau of the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company have been published recently, and reprints 
of them will be sent upon request. 
1. “Factors in the Higher Mortality of Our Older Age Groups.” 
\merican Journal of Public Health, April 1952 
“Our Increasing Longevity and What It Means.” The Analysts 
Journal, May 1! 
“Mortality From Diabetes Throughout The World.” Diabetes 
May-June, 1952. 


52. 
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DEATH RaTtes* PER 100,000 PoticyHOLDERS FROM SELECTED CAUSES 
INDUSTRIAL PREMIUM-PayiING Business, Weekly and Monthly Combined 
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
May 1952 


ANNUAL RATE* PER 100,000 POLICYHOLDERS 


Cause or Deatu May JAN 





1950 








ALL CaUsEs—TOTAL 


Tuberculosis (all forms) 
Tuberculosis of respiratory system 


Syphilis 





Communicable diseases of childhood 


Acute poliomyelitis 
Malignant neoplasms 
Diabetes mellitus 


Diseases of the cardiovascular-renal systen 





Vascular lesions, central nervous systen 
Diseases of heart 
Chronic rheumatic heart disease 
Arteriosclerotic and degenerative heart | 
disease 
Hypertension with | 
( it} er diseases of hear 
Hypertension without 
General arteriosclerosis 
Nephritis and nephrosis 
Pneumonia 
Influenza. . 
Uleers of stomach and duo 
Appendicitis 
Hernia and intes 
Gastritis, duod 
Cirrhosis of liver 
Complications of pr 





Suicide 
Homicide 
Accidents— tota 
Motor vehicle 
Home 
Occupatio 
War deaths 


All other causes 


*The rates for 1952 and 1951 are provisional. 


Correspondence on the subjects discussed in these BULLETINS may be 
addressed to: 
The Editor 
STATISTICAL BULLETIN 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
1 Madison Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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